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Perspective From The Willow Beach
Field Naturalists

People who feed wildlife usually do so with the best intentions. However, feeding
waterfowl can create many problems for the birds as well as for the environment
m:a almost m_<<m<m results _: negative oo:mmncm:omw dﬂoﬂ both :Esm:m and wildlife

. _ammmosm zoﬁ To Feed

=% Feeding waterfowl can n_:_o_a_x lead to overpopulation. Left on their
own, 5@< will occupy. areas that provide sufficient natural food. When local
resources are low or depleted, individuals will move to new locations —
waterfow! remain static because of 5@ endless supply provided by well
meaning humans.

P

..~% Providing food quickly attracts concentrations of waterfow! beyond
what the natural ecosystem can support. This can reduce water quality and
de-vegetate natural areas. As numbers increase, natural forage will decrease
and individuals will only become more dependent upon handouts.

= Feeding can cause waterfowl to lose their natural fear of humans.
m:2_<m_ is contingent upon maintaining a healthy fear of humans. While the
food provider may have the best of intentions, the waterfowl still have to
survive in a world filled with hazards — dogs, cats, cars, people — waterfowl
that maintains its innate wildness ultimately has the best chance for survival.

=%t Feeding waterfow| can lead to dietary and nutritional problems. Junk
food can cause significant health problems, and even when fed fresh, highly
processed foods provide little or no nutritional value and may actually
contribute to starvation. Moldy bread can impact their health just as it does our
own. Moving from location to _oom.:o: in search of a healthy natural diet,
waterfow! build their reserves. i




