
Fern Blodgett Sunde  

Fern Blodgett Sunde (from Cobourg) was the first female wireless radio operator 

at sea during WWII, working on a Norwegian merchant ship and proving herself 

by making numerous North Atlantic crossings and surviving the war.  

She continued to work at sea until 1952, received awards for her service, and 

became the first woman to receive the Norwegian War Medal. Her story led to a 

small sisterhood of Sparks, and a bronze statue and plaque in her honor has been 

erected in Cobourg, where she grew up. 

There is a wonderful write-up about her on the Radio Amateurs of Canada site. 
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https://www.rac.ca/a-tribute-to-fern-blodgett-sunde-first-female-radio-operator-to-go-to-sea/
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