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Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
Walking Tour 

On May 29, 2022 the Town of Cobourg joins communities across the 
country in celebration of the Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty Queen 

Elizabeth II. The Platinum Jubilee will mark 70 years of dedicated service. 
 

The Town of Cobourg was honoured with a visit from her Majesty the Queen 
and the Duke of Edinburgh in June of 1973. In recognition of Her Majesty's 
magnificent achievement in public service, the Town of Cobourg welcomes 
the community to retrace her steps with a self guided tour of Cobourg. Step 
back in history and re-connect with our stunning community by visiting the 
same landmarks that, former Mayor Jack Heenan took the Queen in 1973.

 
 

Begin your tour at historic Victoria Hall, one of 
Canada’s most beautiful public buildings. It was 
officially opened on September 6, 1860 by the 18- 
year-old Prince of Wales during his North 
American tour, and named for his mother, Queen 
Victoria. That evening in the Concert Hall, the 
prince (later King Edward VII) attended a grand 
ball and thrilled the local citizenry by staying for 
the midnight supper. 

Victoria Hall, 55 King Street West

Information from the Town of Cobourg Poppy Trail Walking Tour, developed in partnership with Hugh Brewster. Historical 
consultation by Robert Mikel, author of COBOURG: The Spirit of the Place

With its wall and ceiling paintings carefully 
restored, the 2nd floor Concert Hall today looks 

much as it did when the royal party danced 
there by gaslight in 1860. Twenty years later it 

was converted to a theatre and then in 1899 
became a grand opera house with red plush 
seats, elaborate balconies, and boxes for the 

town’s elite. 

Victoria Hall Concert Hall

Image source: Northumberland County Archives and Museum,  
1984.011 1860 Interior of Victoria Hall - Prince of Wales Visit 
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An Anglican church has stood on this site since 1820. The 
façade and tower of the present church date from 1844 but 
the rest of the structure has been extended and altered over 
time. The church once had a spire which was taken down in 
the 1920s and the turreted square tower was dedicated to 
the men of the parish who had served in World War I. 
St Peter’s was the regimental church for the 40th 
Northumberland Regiment and the Canadian Garrison 
Artillery and the colours for both are framed inside the 
sanctuary. (Not open to visitors.) 

St. Peter’s Anglican Church, 240 College Street

Information from the Town of Cobourg Poppy Trail Walking Tour, developed in partnership with Hugh Brewster. Historical consultation by 
Robert Mikel, author of COBOURG: The Spirit of the Place

Cobourg’s magnificent Victoria Park is made up of 
12.5 acres of manicured laws that stretch from King 

Street East to Lake Ontario. Early settlers camped 
on the beach, and, for many years it was known as 

Perry’s Common. In 1874 the lands became the 
pleasure ground for the fashionable Arlington 

Hotel, built that year fronting King Street.  

Victoria Park

Victoria College, 100 University Avenue East
This handsome Greek Revival building began life in the 

1830s as a Methodist school for boys called Upper 
Canada Academy. In 1841 it became Victoria College, 

one of Canada’s first degree-granting institutions, with 
Egerton Ryerson as its first president. In 1884 it gained 

university status but only eight years later it became 
part of the University of Toronto and relocated there. 

In 1901 the building was converted to the Cobourg Asylum for Women, a mental 
hospital housing 150 patients. In 1917, it became a military hospital for officers suffering 

from shell shock. The hospital closed in 1920 and was reopened in 1921 as mental care 
facility for women. Two large wings added during WW1 were eventually taken down 

and the building is now a seniors’ residence.

While privately owned, the public were still allowed free access. In 1898, the southern 
portion below Albert was purchased by the town and Victoria Park was created. Other 
pieces of land were added over time including the block fronting King that had been 

the site of not just the Arlington, but two other summer hotels, the Columbian and 
Lakeview. 

Photo Credit: Patricia  Calder
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Cobourg's VIA Rail station was built by the 
Grand Trunk Railway in 1911 and operated 
as the (Canadian Northern Railway) CNR's 
Cobourg Station from 1922 to 1986. The 
station was renovated in the 1990's for 
long-term use as a VIA Rail facility. 
During their royal visit in 1973, The Queen 
and The Duke of Edinburgh arrived via The 
Royal Train at the C.N.R Station, Cobourg. 

C.N.R Station Cobourg, 563 Division Street
 

During their royal visit in 1973, The Queen and The Duke 
of Edinburgh planted two Silver Maple trees at the 

Cobourg Conservation Area (James Cockburn Park) and 
unveiled a Cairn, officially marking the opening of the 

park. Unfortunately, due to the Ice Storm in 2013, one of 
the Silver Maples was lost, however, the other can still be 

seen, adjacent to the Cairn in the park. 
 

Cobourg Conservation Area, 700 William Street

 

Victoria Park, Floral Clock 
As a special commemoration for the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee, the Town of Cobourg Parks 
Department has hand created a special floral 

clock design in honour of the Queen and her 70 
years of service. 

Photo Credit: Northumberland County Archives and Museum 
2007.005 GTR Station, Cobourg 
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Community celebrations in honour of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee is possible thanks to Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II's Platinum Jubilee Fund, from the Ministry of Canadian Heritage and the 

Government of Canada.

Jubilee Park, 
South west Corner of William Street and Elgin Street

 To mark the occasion of the Platinum Jubilee of Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, the Town of Cobourg will be 
unveiling new etching in the carin in Jubilee Park.




