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The Pull of the Stars
by Emma Donoghue

Set during the 1918 Spanish-flu pandemic, this novel was being
written before COVID-19 started to dominate global headlines. The
final copy-editing was done with the help of a mid-wife (who was
quarantined) and an ER doctor (who was working during the
current pandemic) which, Donoghue said "filled me with a sense of
urgency to get it right. Not just the symptoms and the procedures,
but the psychology of nurses and doctors in desperate times." One
of Donoghue's previous novels, "Frog Music", took place in 1876
San Francisco during a smallpox epidemic. "It might seem rather
callous but an epidemic is a narrative goldmine. It ups the stakes
for the most everyday interactions between characters."
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