


John Henley – The man whom Henley Arcade is named for. 

Many of us walk past and through this passageway from the Covert Street parking lot to our beautiful 

downtown., on the north side of King Street in Cobourg. 

John Henley owned and operated Henley’s Shoe Repair (and later Henley’s Shoe and Bicycle Repair 

Shop) on the sunny side of King Street at 48A King Street for 46 years.  

The shop closed in 1972 due to a fire. Later the same year the Town of Cobourg bought the burned 

building to create a convenient access point from the centre of downtown to the new Covert Street 

parking lot.  

In recent years, the walkway has had a facelift with the installation of a mural depicting an 

interpretation of the John Henley’s Shoe Repairs and Bicycles storefront.   

Curious to learn more?  Check out these articles: 

https://vitacollections.ca/cobourg-heritage-centre/3592189/page/3 

https://www.cdhs.ca/histories/featured-articles/5-henley-arcade-the-rest-of-the-story 

https://www.northumberlandnews.com/news-story/6061712-cobourg-s-henley-arcade-history-

remembered-in-murals/ 
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