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COBOURG 

THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF COBOURG 

BY-LAW NUMBER 060-2017 

A BY-LAW TO REGULATE CLEAN YARD AND LOT MAINTENANCE WITHIN 
THE TOWN OF COBOURG 

WHEREAS pursuant to section 127 of the Municipal Act 2001, a local municipality 
may, require the owner or occupant of land to clean and clear the land, not including 
buildings, or to clear refuse or debris from the land, not including buildings; 

WHEREAS pursuant to section 127 of the Municipal Act 2001, a local municipality 
may, require the owner or occupant of land to clean and clear the land, not including 
buildings, or to clear refuse or debris from the land, not including buildings; 

AND WHEREAS section 391(1) of the Municipal Act, 2001 provides that a 
municipality may pass by-laws imposing fees or charges on any person for services 
or activities provided by the municipality or done on behalf of it; 

AND WHEREAS section 436 (1) of the Municipal Act, 2001 provides that a 
municipality may pass by-laws providing for the entry onto land at any reasonable 
time for the purpose of carrying out an inspection to determine compliance with this 
by-law; 

AND WHEREAS section 444 of the Municipal Act, 2001, provides that a municipality 
may make an order to require a Person to discontinue contravening a by-law and to 
do the work required to correct the contravention; 

AND WHEREAS section 446 of the Municipal Act, 2001 provides that a municipality 
may proceed to do things at a Persons expense which that person is otherwise 
required to do so under this by-law, but has failed to do so and the costs incurred by 
a municipality may be recovered by adding the costs to the tax roll and collecting 
them in the same manner as taxes; 

NOW THEREFORE the Municipal Council of the Corporation of the Town of 
Cobourg enacts as follows: 

1.0 	DEFINITIONS 

"Domestic Waste" shall include waste belonging to or associated with a 
house or household or concerning or relating to the home or family; and for 
greater certainty, but not so as to restrict the generality of the forgoing terms 
of this section, domestic waste includes waste consisting of: 

I. accumulations, deposits, litter, remains, refuse, garbage, rubbish, 
trash; 

II. refrigerators, freezers, or other appliances, any attached hinges or 
latching, locking or other closing mechanism or device, or any part 
thereof; 

III. paper, cartons; 
IV. furniture; 
V. crockery; 
VI. sewage; 
VII. salvage materials 
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"Grass" shall mean all forms, types and species of grasses. 

"Industrial Refuse": shall mean any article, thing, matter or effluent 
belonging to, or associated 1with, industry or commerce or concerning or 
relating to any manufacturing process or concerning or relating to any trade, 
business, calling or occupation that appears to be waste material and 
includes, but is not limited to: 

I. Pipes, tubes, conduits, cable, fittings or adjuncts thereof; 
II. Containers of any size, type or composition; 
III. Rubble and inert fill; 
IV. Derelict or abandoned motor vehicles, motor vehicle parts and 

accessories including tires; 
V. Derelict machinery and equipment; 
VI. Articles, things, matter or effluent which is whole or in part or 

fragments thereof, and derived from or are constituted from or 
consists of agricultural, animal, vegetable, papers, lumber or wood 
products; or mineral, metal or chemical products, whether or not 
the products are manufactured or otherwise processed; 

VII. Bones, feathers, furs, hides; 
VIII. Paper, cardboard packaging and wrapping; 
IX. Material resulting from, or as part of, construction or demolition; 
X. Sewage. 

"Lands" may include but not be limited to means an open, uncovered space 
on a lot appurtenant to an occupied building or structure, vacant lot and yard; 

"Law Enforcement Officer" shall mean: 

1) a Police Officer appointed pursuant to the Police Services Act, R.S.O. 
1990, Chapter P.15, as amended from time to time; 

2) a Municipal Law Enforcement Officer appointed pursuant to either the 
Municipal Act, 2001, as amended from time to time, or pursuant to the 
Police Services Act. R.S.O. 1990, Chapter P.15, as amended from time 
to time; 

3) Chief Building Official appointed or consulted under the Building Code 
Act, 1992, as amended from time to time; 

4) Building Inspector appointed under the Building Code Act, 1992, as 
amended from time to time; 

5) Fire Inspector, the Fire Marshal, an assistant to the Fire Marshall or a 
Fire Chief for the purposes of the Fire Protection and Prevention Act, 
1997, c.4 as amended from time to time; 

6) A Property Standards Officer appointed under the Building Code Act, 
1992, as amended from time to time; 

"Lot" shall mean a parcel of land, the boundaries of which are defined in the 
last registered instrument by which legal title to the said parcel of land was 
lawfully and effectively conveyed or which is a whole lot as shown on a 
registered plan of subdivision pursuant to the provisions of the Planning Act; 

"Occupant" shall mean any person who is in control of any grounds, yard 
or vacant lot; 
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"Overgrown" shall mean an uncut, unkempt or unsightly state or a potential 
health risk; 

"Owner" shall mean the person or persons shown on the Land Registry 
Office record the records of the land at the registry office, or Municipal tax 
roll, as having title to the land or responsibility for it, as well as the tenant and 
person or persons lawfully in possession of, or exercising control over, the 
property; 

"Person" shall mean an individual, a sole proprietorship, a partnership, an 
unincorporated association, a trust, a body corporate, a natural person, and 
"Persons" has a corresponding meaning, (with the exception of the Town of 
Cobourg); 

"Refuse"_shall mean material that is left, thrown away, or unfit for use and 
includes, but is not limited to, all materials described in Appendix "A" to this 
By-law and all similar or like materials; said Appendix attached to and 
forming part of this By-law; 

"Vegetation" shall mean plants considered collectively, especially those 
found in a particular area or habitat. 

"Weeds" shall mean a plant that is deemed to be a Noxious Weed under 
subsection 10(2), or designated as a noxious weed under clause 24(a) of 
the Weed Control Act, R.S.0.1990; 

"Weed Inspector" shall mean Weed Inspectors appointed under the Weed 
Control Act, R.S.0.1990 as appointed and administered by the County of 
Northumberland. 

2.0 PROVISIONS 

	

2.1 	Every Owner or Occupant of land shall keep land free and clear of all 
refuse, debris, and waste of any kind. 

	

2.2 	Every Owner or Occupant of land shall trim or cut weeds or grass, 
whether dead or alive, that are more than 8 inches (20 cm) in height. 

	

2.3 	Every Owner or Occupant of land shall trim, cut and/or maintain 
vegetation (other than weeds and grass) in such a manner as to not 
adversely impact the safety, visibility or passage of the general public. 

3.0 PENALTY 

	

3.1 	Every Person who contravenes any provision of this By-law, and 
every director or officer of a corporation who concurs in such 
contravention by the corporation, is guilty of an offence and is liable 
to a fine, and such other penalties, as provided for in the Provincial 
Offences Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.P.33, and the Municipal Act, 2001, as 
both may be amended from time to time. 
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4.0 INSPECTION 

4.1 	A Law Enforcement Officer acting under this By-law may, at any 
reasonable time, enter and inspect any property, to determine any 
one or both of the following: 

a) Whether there is compliance with this By-law; and 

b) Whether there is compliance with any order made under this 
Bylaw. 

5.0 WORK ORDER 

5.1. A Law Enforcement Officer may enter upon any land or property at 
any reasonable time with proper identification to determine if the 
owner is complying with the provisions of this by-law and may take 
photographs of the property's condition. 

5.2. Where a property is not maintained in accordance with the 
requirements of this Bylaw: 

a) the Town may serve the owner a Work Order in writing directing 
the owner of the property to bring the property into conformance 
with the requirements of this By-law; and 

b) the owner shall repair, remove or clean up all contraventions 
identified on the Work Order within seven (7) days of the Work 
Order being served. 

6.0 SERVICE 

	

6.1 	Service of any document, including an order, under this By-law may 
be given in writing in any of the following ways and is effective: 

a) when a copy is delivered to the Person to whom it is addressed; 

b) on the 5th day after a copy is sent by registered mail to the 
Person's last known address; 

c) where service is unable to be done under subsections 6.2 (a) or 
(b), notice maybe given by placing a placard containing the terms 
of the document or order in a conspicuous place on the property 
to which the document or order relate and shall be deemed to be 
sufficient service on the Owner or Occupant. 

7.0 FAILURE TO COMPY 

	

7.1 	Where an owner, having been served with a Work Order, fails to 
comply with the Work Order within the time specified, a Law 
Enforcement Officer or the Town's employees or agents authorized 
for this purpose may, upon producing appropriate identification when 
requested, enter onto the property at a reasonable time and carry out 
any or all of the work described in the Work Order. 
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MAYOR 

8.0 RECOVERY OF COSTS 

8.1 	Where the Town, its employees or authorized agents have performed 
the work required to bring the property into compliance with the Bylaw, 
all expenses incurred by the Town in doing the work as well as any 
related fees, shall be deemed to be a debt to the Town and may be 
collected by action or the costs may be added to the tax roll for the 
property and collected in the same manner as taxes. 

9.0 REPEAL 

THAT By-law No.007-2016 is hereby repealed. 

10.0 This By-law shall come into full force and effect upon the date of its 
passing. 

READ a first, second and third time and finally passed in Open Council 
this 17th day of July, 2017. 

D TYÓ ERK 
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APPENDIX 'A' 

In this By-Law, Refuse includes but is not limited to the following: 

• Household appliances such as stoves, refrigerators, freezers, washers, 
dryers, air conditioners and dishwashers, and television sets and their 
component parts 

• Household furniture such as beds, bed springs, mattresses, tables, chairs 
and their component parts. 

• Barrels, boxes, water and fuel tanks (empty only) 
• Motor vehicles, motorcycles, snowmobiles, bicycles, trailers, go-carts, boats, 

or vessels, all-terrain vehicles which are in a wrecked, discarded, inoperative 
or dismantled condition, in whole or in part, and their component parts 

• Boulders, bricks, concrete, asphalt, glass, scrap wood, scrap metal, scrap 
wire, paint cans, cardboard, paper, plastics, Styrofoam, roofing shingles 
(scrap), discarded clothes or cloth and canvas 

• Fallen trees, tree stumps, branches, brush, leaves, bagged or piled grass 
and weeds, hedge cuttings, open compost piles and garden waste, snow 
and ice 

• Household garbage, (bagged or not) not set out for collection, scrap 
construction materials, dead animal carcasses, animal feces 

• Tires, wrecked, dismantled, discarded playground equipment, beverage 
containers, fast food bags, containers and wrappings 

• Industrial, commercial or any other hazardous liquid waste including but not 
limited to motor oil and gasoline 

• Waste from demolished buildings, discarded signs and placards 
• Straw, hay and manure 
• Excavated materials (i.e. earth, gravel). 
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